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“When all of the shootin' starts, first be sure all of the enemy is in front of you. ” -
-A  w is e ol d  man.   
I  am no t heol og ian.  I  d on’ t  cl aim t o be one.  I  haven’ t  at t end ed  Bibl e Col l eg e,  
s t ud ied  in d ep t h es chat ol og y  ( 1 .  T he branch of  t heol og y  t hat  is  concerned  w it h t he 
end  of  t he w orl d  or of  humank ind .   2 .  A  bel ief  or a d oct rine concerning  t he 
ul t imat e or f inal  t hing s ,  s uch as  d eat h,  t he d es t iny  of  humanit y ,  t he S econd  
Coming ,  or t he L as t  J ud g ment . ) ,  nor have I  been t rained  in ex eg es is  ( 1 .  Crit ical  
ex p l anat ion or int erp ret at ion of  a t ex t  or p ort ion of  a t ex t ,  es p .  of  t he Bibl e)  and  
hermeneut ics  ( 1 .  T he s cience of  int erp ret at ion,  es p .  of  t he S crip t ures .   2 .  T he 
branch of  t heol og y  t hat  d eal s  w it h t he p rincip l es  of  Bibl ical  ex eg es is . ) .   But  I  can 
read ,  have s t ud ied  t he Bibl e,  and  s p ent  a g reat  d eal  of  t ime in t he s chool  of  t he 
w il d ernes s .   
I  w as  rais ed  a Cat hol ic,  at t end ed  cat echis m,  f irs t  communion,  and  conf irmat ion.  
M y  w if e and  I  w ere married  in t he Cat hol ic Church.  But  in 1 9 8 7  af t er 3 5  y ears  of  
reg ul ar church at t end ance,  I  met  Chris t  in an evang el ical  church.  H e rad ical l y  
chang ed  me.  I  j ok ing l y  s ay  t o ot hers  t hat  J es us  d id  f or me w hat  a p hone boot h d id  
f or Cl ark  K ent …  chang ed  me int o a brand  new  creat ure.  T he t rans f ormat ion w as  
real .  I  have been f ol l ow ing  hard  af t er J es us  ever s ince.   
W hen I  w as  about  1 4 ,  I  remember as k ing  my  P rot es t ant  mom,  “A re C atholic s 
c onsid ered  C hristians? ” S he reas s ured  me t hat  w e w ere,  at  l eas t  t o t he d ep t h t hat  
bot h of  us  und ers t ood  t hat  t erm.   
L et  me s t op  rig ht  here a moment .  P l eas e d o not  f l ood  me w it h email s  about  how  
t he Cat hol ic Church is  t he “w hore of B abylon,” t hat  Cat hol ics  are not  s aved ,  et c.  
T hat  is  not  w hat  t his  art icl e is  about .  S ave y our t ime.  A nd  al s o,  Cat hol ics  p l eas e 
d on’ t  s end  me email s  ex hort ing  me t o ret urn t o t he “M other C hurc h. ” I  am not  as  



d umb or as  bl ind  on bot h is s ues  as  many  read ers  l ik e t o as s ume I  am.  Can w e 
p l eas e s t ay  on t op ic?  I  bel ieve t hat  Cat hol ics  can be s aved ,  j us t  l ik e s ome Bap t is t  
w ho t hink  t hey  are,  aren’ t .   
I f  I  und ers t and  my  t heol og y  correct l y ,  t here are E s s ent ial  d oct rines  t hat  al l  
p rof es s ing  Chris t ians  mus t  bel ieve.  T hos e bel ief s  cons is t  of  cert ain Chris t ian 
d oct rines  t hat  cons t it ut e t he core of  t he f ait h.  C entral d oc trines inc lud e: the 
T rinity, the d eity of C hrist, the bod ily resurrec tion, the atoning  w ork  of C hrist 
on the c ross, and  salv ation by g rac e throug h faith.  T hese d oc trines so c omp rise 
the essenc e of the C hristian faith that to remov e any of them is to mak e the belief 
system non-C hristian.  A s  f ar as  I  k now ,  al l  Chris t ian d enominat ions  bel ieve t hat ,  
or t hey  are j us t  p ret end ing  t o be Chris t ian.   
W it h me s o f ar?   
Denominat ions  are a c luster of sep arate c ong reg ations, w hic h hav e unified  
together due to their agreement on certain issues, and  p erhap s d ue to 
their d isag reement w ith the v iew p oints of other c hurc hes or d enominations.  
Chris t ian d enominat ions  ag ree on t he es s ent ial  d oct rines  l is t ed  above,  but  
d is ag ree on non-es s ent ial ,  or “ p erip heral ”  is s ues .  P erip heral ( i. e O f minor 
relev anc e or imp ortanc e. )  d oc trines inc lud e suc h issues as the timing of  the 
trib ul ation, the method of  b ap tism, or the structure of  church 
gov ernment.  F or ex amp le, one c an be w rong  about the id entity of " the sp irits 
in p rison"  1  P eter 3 :1 9  )  or about the timing  of the rap ture and  still g o to heav en, 
but one c annot d eny salv ation by g rac e or the d eity of C hrist ( J ohn 8 :2 4 )  and  be 
sav ed .   
M an,  I  w is h s omeone w oul d  have ex p l ained  t his  t o me y ears  ag o.  I t  w oul d  have 
s aved  me a l ot  of  head aches .  A s  a “ new  Chris t ian”  I  w as  naï ve enoug h t o as s ume 
t hat  Chris t ians  ag reed  w it h each ot her.  A f t er y ears  of  d od g ing  arrow s  f rom ot her 
“ Chris t ians ”  I  now  und ers t and  A merica’ s  p robl em.   
W hen w il l  w e Chris t ians  f ig ure out  w ho t he real  enemy  is ?   
Chris t ians  are a s t rang e g roup .  I f  y ou w ere t o as k  t he averag e church-g oer w hat  
rel ig ion he w as ,  he w oul d  mos t  l ik el y  res p ond  “ I ’ m a M et hod is t , ”  or “ I  am a 
Bap t is t . ”  H e w oul d  s el f -id ent if y  his  f ait h by  his  d enominat ion.  T he correct  ans w er 
w oul d  be “ I  am a Chris t ian. ”  U nf ort unat el y ,  mos t  of  our l oy al t ies  l ie w it h our 
d enominat ion.  R emember,  d enominat ions  are f ormed  around  “ non-es s ent ial ”  
is s ues .   
W hat  d enominat ion are y ou?  I f  y ou are a M et hod is t ,  can y ou ex p l ain t o me w hat  
real l y  s ep arat es  y ou f rom a L ut heran,  a Bap t is t ,  a P res by t erian,  a Church of  
Chris t ,  or t he d read ed  non-d enominat ional ?  M os t  of  us  had  our d enominat ion 
chos en f or us .  I  w as  Cat hol ic becaus e my  d ad  w as .  I  had  no id ea w here an 
E p is cop al  d if f ered  f rom us .  I ’ m not  s ure I  k now  t od ay .   



S ad l y ,  t od ay ,  mos t  churches  maj or on t he minors .  R at her t han w ork ing  t og et her 
acros s  d enominat ional  l ines ,  and  s t and ing  t og et her f or t he es s ent ial s  of  t he F ait h,  
mos t  Chris t ians  s p end  t heir t ime f ig ht ing  ot her d enominat ional  is s ues .  W e f ig ht  
over  

• Bap t is m--w het her t o s ubmerg e or s p rink l e.   
• T he R ap t ure—p re-t rip ,  mid -t rip ,  p os t  t rip .   
• T ong ues —of  t he L ord  or of  t he Devil ,  ceas ed  or not  ceas ed .   
• Dres s ---j ew el ry  g ood ,  j ew el ry  bad .  L ong  hair,  s hort  hair,   
• Bibl e----l it eral  t rans l at ion,  f ig urat ive t rans l at ion.  L eg al is m,  ap os t as y .   

J es us  s aid :  “Woe unto you, sc ribes and  P harisees, hyp oc rites!  for ye p ay tithe of 
mint and  anise and  c ummin, and  hav e omitted  the w eightier matters of the 
law , j ud g ment, merc y, and  faith: these oug ht ye to hav e d one, and  not to leav e 
the other und one.  Y e b l ind guides, w hich strain at a gnat, and sw al l ow  
a camel . ” --M at t hew  2 3 : 2 3 -2 4   
S t raining  at  a g nat  w hil e A merica crumbl es ;  t hat  is  t he A merican church.   
M ark  7 :  7 -9  H ow beit in v ain d o they w orship  me, teac hing  for d oc trines the 
c ommand ments of men.  F or laying  asid e the c ommand ment of G od , ye hold  the 
trad ition of men, as the w ashing  of p ots and  c up s: and  many other suc h lik e 
thing s ye d o.  A nd  he said  unto them, F ull w ell ye rej ec t the c ommand ment of 
G od , that ye may k eep  your ow n trad ition… .  M ak ing the w ord of  G od of  
none ef f ect through y our tradition, w hic h ye hav e d eliv ered :  
T his  came home t o me a f ew  y ears  ag o.  I  w as  invit ed  by  a l ocal  church t o come 
and  s p eak  at  a y out h ral l y .  T he y out h l ead er w as  al l  ex cit ed  about  t he op p ort unit y  
t o bring  t og et her Chris t ian k id s  in t he communit y .  H e had  cont act ed  ot her 
churches ,  y out h l ead ers ,  and  p as t ors .  H e had  mail ed  l et t ers  of  invit at ion,  
p rod uced  f l iers ,  and  t ak en out  rad io ad s .  T his  energ et ic y oung  man,  on f ire f or 
Chris t ,  had  d one al l  he coul d  d o t o mak e t he event  a s ucces s .  H is  energ y  on t he 
p hone t he nig ht  bef ore t he event  f il l ed  me w it h ant icip at ion.   
Y ou k now  t he res ul t .  T he nex t  evening  2 0  k id s  s how ed  up ,  al l  but  one f rom t he 
hos t ing  church.  T he y out h l ead er w as  crus hed .  H e k new  t he bat t l e our y oung  k id s  
f ace.  H e k new  t he s ens e of  is ol at ion Chris t ians  f el t  in s chool .  H e und ers t ood  t hat  
t he et ernal  s oul s  of  chil d ren in t hat  t ow n w ere in d ang er,  and  t hat  it  w as  up  t o t he 
Chris t ians  t o d o s omet hing .   
W hen I  g ot  home I  cal l ed  a p as t or f riend  of  mine w ho l ived  in t he s ame t ow n.  I  
s hared  t he s t ory  I  j us t  t ol d  y ou.  I  as k ed  him w hy  no ot her churches  encourag ed  
t heir k id s  t o g o t o t he ral l y .  I ’ l l  never f org et  his  rep l y .   
“C oac h, w e ap p rec iate his efforts, but the truth is w e c ould n’ t enc ourag e our k id s 
to g o bec ause w e d on’ t ag ree w ith their theolog y. ”  



I  f el t  t he hair s t and  up  on t he back  of  my  neck .  “S hame on you, P astor, for not 
sup p orting  their efforts, I  told  him as I  bristled .  “I  notic e you hav e no p roblem 
enc ourag ing  your k id s to g o to the p ublic  sc hools, and  you c ertainly k now  the 
theolog y there.  When w e g et to H eav en I  think  w e w ill all be surp rised  at w ho is, 
and  isn’ t, there. ”  
T eaching  f or command ment s  t he d oct rines  of  men… …   
G et  y our head  out  of  y our church!   
H ave y ou l ook ed  around  A merica l at el y ?  A re y our ey es  op en t o t he f ront al  as s aul t  
t hat  t he hat ers  of  G od  have l aunched  ag ains t  t his  nat ion?  Don’ t  y ou k now  4 , 0 0 0  
babies  are being  murd ered  every  d ay ,  t he homos ex ual  ag end a is  being  f orced  
d ow n t he t hroat s  of  Chris t ian chil d ren,  t hat  rad ical  I s l am is  chomp ing  at  t he bit  
f or t he op p ort unit y  t o convert  y our chil d  at  t he p oint  of  a s w ord ,  and  t hat  d ail y  
mil l ions  of  s oul s  are careening  t ow ard s  an et ernit y  ap art  f rom G od ?  A l l  t he w hil e 
w e f ig ht  our Chris t ian brot hers  over man-int erp ret ed  rul es .   
M ark  9 : 3 8 -4 0 .  A nd  J ohn answ ered  him, saying , M aster, w e saw  one c asting  out 
d ev ils in thy name, and  he follow eth not us: and  w e forbad  him, bec ause he 
follow eth not us.  B ut J esus said , F orbid  him not: for there is no man w hic h shall 
d o a mirac le in my name, that c an lig htly sp eak  ev il of me.  F or he that is not 
ag ainst us is on our p art .   
W hat  w as  it  Ben F rank l in is  rep ort ed  t o have s aid ?  W e w il l  al l  hang  t og et her,  or 
w e w il l  al l  hang  s ep arat el y .   
H ey  Chris t ians .  O t her Chris t ians  are not  y our enemy .  
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