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Y ou d on’ t  hear much about  hel l  any more.  I t  is  not  a very  p op ul ar s ubj ect .  I n 
t od ay ’ s  “ W ho am I  t o j ud g e”  A merica,  it  is  unus ual  t o hear a p as t or s p eak  on t his  
mos t  imp ort ant  of  al l  is s ues .   
B ecaus e of  t he inf l ux  of  H umanis m int o t he church it  s eems  as  if  mos t  of  t he 
mes s ag es  t hat  w e hear t od ay  f ocus  on how  Chris t ianit y  can mak e y our j ourney  
here on eart h a l it t l e more enj oy abl e.  I  cont end  t hat  s eek er s ens it ive churches  are 
a g ood  t hing .   
W e are al l  s eek ing .  M y  concern is  not  t hat  t he churches  are s eek ing  t he s eek ers ,  
but  w hat  are t hey  s eek ing  t hem f or?  T his  bring s  us  t o t he unavoid abl e q ues t ion,  
“What is the purpose of the cross”  
T he recent  abd uct ion of  t w o F ox  N ew s  rep ort ers  by  P al es t inian ex t remis t s  and  
t heir al l eg ed  convers ion t o I s l am real l y  caug ht  t he ey e of  t he w orl d .  M any  of  t he 
rad io t al k -s how s  f ocus ed  on t he “ convers ion”  t o I s l am of  S t eve Cent anni and  his  
cameraman O l af  W iig .  I  l is t ened  in amaz ement  as  I  heard  cal l er af t er cal l er 
ex p l ain w hy  t hey  t oo w oul d  have “ convert ed ”  in ord er t o s ave t heir s k in.  I n a 
s ociet y  w here w e w ors hip  ent ert ainment  and  t hos e w ho p rovid e it ,  it  is  
f rig ht ening  t hat  even t hos e w ho cal l  t hems el ves  “ Chris t ian”  d o not  real l y  
und ers t and  w hat  t hat  t erm means .  I s  it  p os s ibl e t o d eny  Chris t  and  g o t o H eaven?   
J es us  d ied  on a cros s ,  not  t o g ive us  a bet t er l if e here,  al t houg h t hat  mig ht  be a 
by -p rod uct  of  H is  crucif ix ion,  but  t o g ive us  a p at h t o H eaven.  W hy  d o Chris t ians  
cal l  H im “ t he S avior” ?  I f  H e d ied  on t he cros s  t o “ s ave”  s inners ,  w hat  is  it  H e has  
s aved  us  f rom?   
T he ans w er is  obvious ,  but  rarel y  ment ioned .  J es us  d ied  on t he cros s  not  t o s ave 
us  T O  H eaven,  but  t o s ave us  F R O M  H el l !   



P erhap s  t he q ues t ion t he s eek er-s ens it ive churches ,  as  w el l  as  t he t rad it ion-
w ors hip ing  mains t ream ones ,  need  t o as k  t hos e s it t ing  in t he p ew s  is  t his  one.   
“D oes ev ery on e g o to H eav en ? ”  
H el l  is  t he f art hes t  t hing  f rom t he mind s  of  A mericans .  I n f act ,  I  have heard  t he 
mant ra many  t imes  t hat  “ t his  is  hel l  rig ht  here on eart h. ”  F unny ,  t hat  is n’ t  w hat  
Chris t ianit y  t eaches .  N o,  mos t  “ Chris t ians ”  t od ay  t hink  t hat  t hey  are g oing  t o g o 
t o H eaven becaus e t hey  are “ a g ood  p ers on” ,  or t hey  “ g o t o church” ,  or t hey  “ t ry  
t o d o w hat  is  rig ht ” ,  or my  f avorit e,  “ I  w as  born a Chris t ian” .  H ow  can any  
Chris t ian s t ud y  t he B ibl e and  come t o t hat  concl us ion?   
R ig ht  t here is  t he ans w er.  Chris t ians  t od ay  d on’ t  s t ud y  t he B ibl e.  T hey  t ak e f or 
g rant ed  w hat  ot hers  have t ol d  t hem about  it .  T he crucif ix ion of  Chris t ,  t he cent ral  
event  of  Chris t ianit y ,  is  not  und ers t ood  by  mos t  church g oers .  Chris t  d ied  t o s ave 
us  f rom our s ins  and  an ul t imat e et ernit y  in H el l .  T hat  mes s ag e is  l os t  on mos t  
Chris t ians  t od ay .   
F orever is  a l ong  t ime.  A  man once ex p l ained  it  t o me t his  w ay .  I f  a bird  w ere t o 
l and  on a beach and  p ick  up  a p iece of  s and  and  f l y  aw ay  t o t he f art hes t  s t ar in t he 
univers e and  d rop  it  of f ,  and  t hen ret urn t o t he beach and  p ick  up  anot her p iece 
and  carry  it  of f  t o t hat  s ame s t ar,  t hat  w oul d  t ak e a l ong  t ime.  B ut  imag ine if  t hat  
s ame bird  w ere t o rep eat  t hat  t rip  unt il  he had  carried  every  p iece of  s and  on 
every  beach,  and  on every  d es ert ,  t o t hat  f ar aw ay  s t ar,  how  l ong  t hat  w oul d  t ak e?  
A nd  y et ,  he s t il l  w oul d  not  have beg un t o t ouch et ernit y .  Y es ,  f orever is  a l ong  
t ime.   
W here w il l  y ou s p end  it ?   
T here is  hop e f or A merica,  but  t hat  hop e l ies  onl y  in t he cros s  of  Cal vary .  J es us  
t ol d  us ,  A n d  as M oses l ifted  up the serpen t in  the w il d ern ess,  ev en  so m ust the 
S on  of m an  b e l ifted  up:  T hat w hosoev er b el iev eth in  him  shoul d  n ot perish,  b ut 
hav e etern al  l ife.  F or G od  so l ov ed  the w orl d ,  that he g av e his on l y  b eg otten  S on ,  
that w hosoev er b el iev eth in  him  shoul d  n ot perish,  b ut hav e ev erl astin g  l ife.  F or 
G od  sen t n ot his S on  in to the w orl d  to con d em n  the w orl d ;  b ut that the w orl d  
throug h him  m ig ht b e sav ed .  He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
bu t he that believeth not is condemned alr eady ,  becau se he hath not 
believed in the name of  the only  beg otten S on of  G od.  J ohn 3 : 1 4 -1 8 .   
T he A merican cul t ure t od ay  is  hel l -bent  ( s orry )  on convincing  y ou t hat  “ I ’ m O K ,  
y ou’ re O K ” ,  w hen in f act  w e are not .  A merica is  s ick  becaus e A mericans  are s ick .  
W e are s in-s ick ,  w his t l ing  p as t  t he g ravey ard ,  obl ivious  t o t he imp end ing  d oom 
w ait ing  at  t he end  of  our j ourney .  W e are a nat ion of  “ Chris t ians ”  careening  
t ow ard s  hel l … . t rul y  l iving  our bes t  l if e now .  N ot  concerned  about  et ernal  l if e?  
H ow  about  et ernal  d eat h?  S orry ,  but  s omeone has  t o s p eak  t he T rut h.   



T hat  bring s  me back  t o S t eve Cent anni and  t he t al k -rad io crow d .  I f  t his  l if e is  al l  
t here is ,  if  Chris t ianit y  is  not hing  more t han one of  t he w orl d ’ s  g reat  rel ig ions ,  if  
our p urp os e here on eart h is  onl y  t o enj oy  our l if e here on eart h,  t hen w e are,  as  
P aul  s aid  “ of  al l  men mos t  mis erabl e. ”   
I  p ray  y ou w il l  never have t o mak e a choice bet w een cl aiming  Chris t  and  d y ing ,  or 
d eny ing  Chris t  and  l iving ?  I f  conf ront ed  w it h t he s w ord  w il l  y our s et  of  rel ig ious  
moral  cod es  g ive y ou s omet hing  t o d ie f or?  I s  l iving  a “ g ood  l if e”  real l y  w hat  it  is  
al l  about ?  I f  y ou real l y  k new  Chris t  y ou w oul d  never d eny  him.  I f  y ou are merel y  
f ol l ow ing  a rel ig ion t hen y ou are not  a Chris t ian.  Chris t ianit y  is  not  a rel ig ion,  it  is  
a rel at ions hip .   
W oul d  convert ing  t o I s l am t o s ave t his  l if e real l y  be w ort h it ?  W oul d  y ou t rad e an 
et ernit y  in H el l  f or a f ew  more y ears  now ?  W hat  if  S t eve Cent anni had  been 
behead ed  af t er he convert ed ?  W here w oul d  he be t od ay ?   
T he B ibl e is  f il l ed  w it h t he names  of  t hos e w ho d id  not  f l inch,  and  d id  not  bow  in 
t he f ace of  d eat h.  H ebrew s  1 1  l is t s  t he F ait h H al l  of  F ame,  s ome w ho d id  not  d eny  
Chris t ,  even t houg h it  cos t  t hem t heir l ives .   
L et ’ s  as s ume f or a moment  t hat  J es us  is  real  and  t hat  H e real l y  d id  d ie f or our 
s ins .  L et ’ s  al s o as s ume t hat  w hat  H e s aid  in M at t hew  1 0  “B ut w hosoev er shal l  
deny  me b efore men ,  him  w il l  I  al so deny  b efore m y  F ather w hich is in  
heav en . ” is  t he T rut h.  L et ’ s  as s ume t hat  t here is  a H eaven t o g ain and  a H el l  t o 
s hun,  and  l et ’ s  as s ume t hat  J es us  I S  w ho H e s ay s  H e is ,  and  t hat  H e is  t he onl y  
w ay  t o t he F at her.  
“A n d  fear n ot them  w hich k il l  the b od y ,  b ut are n ot ab l e to k il l  the soul :  b ut 
rather fear him  w hich is ab l e to destr oy  both sou l and body  in hell .  A re n ot 
tw o sparrow s sol d  for a farthin g ?  an d  on e of them  shal l  n ot fal l  on  the g roun d  
w ithout y our F ather.  B ut the v ery  hairs of y our head  are al l  n um b ered .  F ear y e 
n ot therefore,  y e are of m ore v al ue than  m an y  sparrow s.  Whosoev er therefore 
shal l  con fess m e b efore m en ,  him  w il l  I  con fess al so b efore m y  F ather w hich is in  
heav en . ” M at t hew  2 8 -3 3 .  
J es us  s aid  “I  am  the w ay ,  the T ruth an d  the L ife.  N o on e com es to the F ather 
ex cept b y  m e. ” J ohn 1 4 : 6 .  I  t hink  H e meant  it .   
Y ou s hal l  k now  t he T rut h and  t he T rut h s hal l  mak e y ou f ree.  Do y ou K N O W  
H im?  H ave y ou received  H im int o y our heart ,  or are y ou burd ened  d ow n w it h a 
“ moral  cod e”  t hat  y ou can never q uit e l ive up  t o?   
Y ep .  E very one is  g oing  t o H eaven.  U nf ort unat el y ,  not  every one is  g oing  t o s t ay .  
Deat h w ait s  us  al l  at  t he end  of  t his  eart hl y  j ourney .  H el l  is  real .  W hat  w il l  y ou d o 
w it h J es us ?  
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